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Caveats: 

ÅThese are very sensitive political issues 

ÅThese are my own opinions and absolutely not άƴƻǿ 
ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘέ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪ 

ÅWhat I say about the position of the World Bank is 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ άƛƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ 



Story line 

1. Some basic facts that will drive cooperation 
(or conflict) over water in South Asia 

2. Sharing waters ς good and bad experiences 

3. Sharing benefits ς good and bad experiences 

 

 



bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΧ 

ÅOrigin of the 
ǿƻǊŘ άǊƛǾŀƭέΥ  
1570ς80; < L 
ǊơǾņƭƛǎ orig., one 
who uses a 
stream in 
common with 
another, equiv. to 
ǊơǾ(us) stream + -
ņƭƛǎ -al1 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/-al
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/-al


Water security cannot be 
understood in isolationé 

Income security  

Food 
Security  

Water 
security  

Energy 
Security  



The transboundary waters come on 
top of major internal challenges 



Several major international river basins 

Territorial disputes in important parts 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘǎΧ 



 



All international rivers in South Asia 
rise at great height in the Himalayas 
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Source: World Bank 2003  

% hydropower potential developed 

Thousand GWH/year economically viable potential 
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